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Analysis of the Efffective Factors in Smuggling and
Buying and Selling Weapons and Munitions in Social
Networks Emphasizing Telegram
Gholam Reza Choolaki', Mohammad Asadi Far’, Gholam Hussein Nazari’,
Ahmad Najafi*

Abstract

Background and Objective: Social networks, due to the capabilities and amazing features have
set the stage for the ease of committing crimes, transnationalism of crimes, reduction of the age
of criminals, ubiquity of damage and increasing the number of victims in addition to anonymity,.
Therefore; the main objective of the present research is to analyze the effective factors in buying and
selling weapons and munitions in the realm of virtual social networks.

Research methodology: The present research firstly makes use of the Delphy method in terms of
execution and then uses surveyimg method. The statistical societry of this research includes the
experts of the cyberspace domain in the field of law enforcement numbering 80 individuals in the
form of total tally who have the necessary knowledge in the virtual social networks domain and their
related crimes. The collection tool of this research was the materialized questionnaires which were
designed and analyzed based on the hypothetical principles of the research and also conducting the
Delphy method among some research samples after verifying their sustainability and validity.
Findings: According to the findings of this research, the effective factors in weapon and munition
smuggling in the social networks, are included in six main factors of management factors, supervisory
factors, political factors, cultural factors, economic factors ans legal factors with 43 indexes. Wherein,
based on the number of factors placed in each domain, these factors respectively include management
factors (9 indexes), cultural factors (8 indexes), political factors (5 indexes), economic factors (6
questions), supervisory factors (8 questions) and legal factors (6 questions).

Results: Regarding the research findings to prevent the crime of weapon smuggling in the social
networks, we can take actions to eliminate the obstacles in two levels: Firstly, using strategic and long-
range strategies, through planning, policy and decision making in the top levels of our country, we
can eradicate the said factors, and secondly, we can directly and centrally organize easily achievable
strategies through taking negative and positive actions so that the ubiquity of the crimes of smuggling
and buying and selling weapons and munitions in the social networks can be prevented.

Key words: Weapon smuggling, social networks, Telegram
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